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UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS, 1982)

Preamble (para 6), 

‘…the area of the seabed and ocean floor and the subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of national 

jurisdiction, as well as its resources, are the common heritage of mankind, the exploration and 

exploitation of which shall be carried out for the benefit of mankind as a whole, irrespective of the 

geographical location of States’. 
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UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS, 1982)
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Peter Linebaugh (2007)
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Article 31 (1): 

Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain, control, protect and 

develop their cultural heritage, traditional knowledge and traditional 

cultural expressions, as well as the manifestations of their sciences, 

technologies and cultures, including human and genetic resources, 

seeds, medicines, knowledge of the properties of fauna and flora, oral 

traditions, literatures, designs, sports and traditional games and visual 

and performing arts. They also have the right to maintain, control, 

protect and develop their intellectual property over such cultural 

heritage, traditional knowledge, and traditional cultural expressions. 
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‘…traditional practices and culture and the 

knowledge of plants and animals and of their 

methods of propagation; it includes expressions of 

cultural values, beliefs, rituals and community laws, 

and it includes knowledge regarding land and 

ecosystem management. It is more often unwritten 

and handed down orally from generation to 

generation, and it is transmitted and preserved in that 

way. Some of the knowledge is of a highly sacred 

and secret nature and therefore extremely sensitive 

and culturally significant and not readily publicly 

available, even to members of the particular group’ 

(PFII SR Michael Dodson 2007, p. 3).
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